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· What is the context of the proposed research Projects? 

· Optimisation 
· Interactive Art & Interactive Design 
· Spatial Information Architecture 
· Adaptive Context 
· Technology Interfaces 
Streams of enquiry 4: Communication Interfaces / Digital Artefacts 
The Communication Interfaces/Digital Artefacts (CIDA) Program explores the diverse ways in which design enables engagement with the constructed world. It particularly focuses on how communication, contexts, people and technology interact, and the various methods and methodologies that are used for enabling this. The CIDA is the space or system that mediates the connections between people and things. The interface maybe the space between, the support and/or the outer reflection of something within; the artefact is the means and/or the record of this. Design is a small word with many interpretations and applications; these include design as product/artefact, design as process/system or design as transformation. CIDA, embraces all of these understandings of design, and considers them from the perspective of human engagement with the lived world. 

Situated across the fields of design, humanities, science and the arts, this program draws on a diverse range of disciplines and practices. The objective of this domain is to investigate through these different fields, the ways in which design facilitates the social, cultural and political contexts that we live in; and through this explore the possibilities for developing new and deeper meaning for people. This deeper meaning will include issues of history, location, context, identity and gender. CIDA may be actual or digital, and they will typically, but not exclusively, be mediated through technology.

Communication Interfaces brings together and builds upon existing research projects from across the University. These include researchers from: ACID, SIAL, Engineering, Creative Media, Architecture and Design, Applied Communications, MCD Studio, Geospatial Information and Business. This rich blend of knowledge and practices from the theoretical to the made, the imagined and the applied, enables the researchers within the program to explore new, unexpected and at the same time grounded areas of design research. For example: business research focuses on social informatics and modeling which can apply to the design space through business ICT interfaces, the passage of business knowledge, and modeling the use of spatial structure through global logistics. Engineering research opens up new possibilities for integrating interaction technologies with everyday objects furthering their use and potential. 

As part of the Design Institute, projects within this Program will directly link to the research, scholarship and outcomes of the other Design Institute Programs: in particular it will connect to the themes of Urban Settings, Intelligent Space, Urban and Spatial Infrastructure, and Materials and Processes. It is envisaged that people and projects within the program will connect and build on knowledge and practices across design domains and other RMIT Research Institutes. 

Initial Themes:
Geoplaced Knowledge, Affective Atlas, Digital Artefacts and Interactive Digital Archives.
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Intelligent Space
- Prof. Leon van Schaik 
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Products and Materials
- Prof. David Mainwaring 
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- Assoc. Prof. Robert Baines 

Communication Interfaces/Digital Artefacts (CIDA)
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- Nigel Bertram 

